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parties in attacking Prince Lvov, and later Kerensky, for
their delay in convoking the Constituent Assembly. Lenin
had realized at once the popular appeal of a national
democratic gathering and capitalized it as a matter of
tactics. Constituent Assemblies had no place in the orthodox
Marxian doctrine which recognized only the dictatorship of
the proletariat, but Lenin had never any qualms as to the
weapons he used. To the Bolsheviks the Assembly was a
stick with which to beat the Provisional Government, and
at the same time they urged the seizure of power by the
Soviets, as the best way of ensuring the calling of the
Assembly.

Once their own dictatorship had been established the
attitude of the Bolsheviks towards the Constituent
Assembly radically altered. This had become the rallying-
ground of all the elements, Right, Left, and Centre, who
wished to encompass the downfall of Soviet dictatorship.
But the Bolsheviks were not agreed among themselves as
to whether the elections for the Assembly should be held.
The more extreme faction were for suspending them alto-
gether, and leaving the Assembly a dead letter. Sverdlov
and others, on the contrary, believed that the party was as
yet too weak to ignore the popular demand for the Assembly,
and that by its postponement the Soviet Power, of which
the country as a whole was still ignorant, would be further
weakened.

What Lenin thought is not known, for he left no record
of his personal views, and there is only the conflicting
evidence of his two great commentators.1 According to
Trotsky, he was in favour of postponing the elections, of
enlarging the electorate by lowering the voting age to

1 Lenin's theses on the Constituent Assembly, published^ in Pravda
on January 8, 1918, give little clue to his private opinion regarding the
advisability of convoking that body; they merely emphasize the dis-
crepancy between the views of the Assembly and those of the Soviet
Power and indicate the inevitability of a clash between the two.